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Wessex International 
Healthcare Consortium
can offer unprecedented 
access to the UK’s

£100 billion 
healthcare sector

This prospectus provides information about the services, skills and 
resources that the Wessex International Healthcare Consortium 
(WIHC) can offer, to meet the needs of overseas (international) 
organisations seeking UK healthcare solutions.

The UK Government (NHS England and Healthcare 
UK) supports WIHC to broker international business 
opportunities for the health and life sciences market. 
WIHC will broker:

•   The sourcing of innovative and established 
solutions to meet international healthcare needs 
from the operational expertise of WIHC members

•   Creation of partnerships and research and 
development opportunities, between International 
Organisations and WIHC members, to generate 
future healthcare solutions for the NHS and 
wider international healthcare markets

•   Partnerships in support of international projects 
involving the transfer and application of UK 
expertise, knowledge and skills, sharing best 
practice, including the published UK research 
and guidelines 

Wessex International Healthcare Consortium can 
offer unprecedented access to the UK’s £100 
billion healthcare sector – the NHS, universities 
and other businesses and key stakeholders – in our 
geography in the South of England. This can help you 
validate your ideas and approach, and identify other 
partnership opportunities including product co-creation 
opportunities and setting up clinical trials. We also 
help to reduce some of the barriers to dealing with the 
NHS, such as the complexity around procurement and 
navigating the system itself.

WIHC is hosted by Wessex AHSN, and has developed an 
industry support infrastructure to include networking, 
events, a strategic partnership with the SETsquared 
Partnership (Europe’s leading university business 
incubator), and other membership-type services.   
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HELP WESSEX NHS 
ORGANISATIONS & 

UNIVERSITIES ACCESS 
LEADS & CONVERT 

THEM INTO BUSINESS 
SUCCESS  

IDENTIFY 
THE BIGGEST 
HEALTHCARE 

OPPORTUNITIES

RAISE THE 
INTERNATIONAL 
PROFILE OF THE 

WESSEX  
HEALTHCARE  
& EDUCATION  

SECTOR  

SHOWCASE 
& RESPOND TO 

OVERSEAS BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIES 

FOR OUR 
MEMBERS

As part of the AHSN, our WIHC members are drawn from the Wessex-
based NHS and University sectors. Our role is to raise the awareness 
of our members to the vast range of exporting opportunities 
and to support them to work together to bid for major overseas 
projects. We work closely with Healthcare UK to provide solutions to 
opportunities that have been identified. Healthcare UK will provide 
export expertise and help us to support and develop the capability of 
our members to respond to international demand for their services.

We promote our members’ capabilities overseas 
and amongst international partners, acting as a 
single gateway to access these capabilities.

We work with strategic partners, using their in-depth 
market knowledge and relationships with local influencers, 

regulators and healthcare service buyers to identify the 
biggest commercial opportunities worldwide. We share 
this market intelligence with our members highlighting the 

evolving needs of health services around the world.

We connect overseas decision-makers 
and buyers to Wessex organisations that 

can meet their needs, helping them to 
build strong partnerships. 

WIHC is the route for international organisations to 
engage with the Health and Life Sciences sector in 
the region, bringing together the NHS and universities 
working in partnership with Healthcare UK.  
 
Wessex International Healthcare Consortium has the skills and resources to support 
international organisations develop and run NHS services such as: 

• Multispecialty community providers

• Acute care systems

• Primary care systems

• Public health

• Integrated healthcare systems

• Integrated health and social care systems

• Urgent and emergency care networks

• Mental health systems

• Viable smaller hospitals

• Specialised care

• Modern maternity services

• Enhanced health in care homes

We focus on the right opportunities and the right organisations to 
promote Wessex and our offering. The Wessex region offers expertise in:

• Healthcare infrastructure services

• Digital health

• Health systems development

• Clinical services

• Education and training

• Research
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Wessex International 
Healthcare Consortium 
can help you with 

working 
with the NHS
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Academic institutions in Wessex have been 
among the leaders in carrying out health 

research that generates useable information and 
knowledge. Through collaboration with Wessex 
International Healthcare Consortium, University 
of Winchester’s Centre for Global Health seeks 

to widen and deepen its partnerships to discover, 
develop and exchange such knowledge across 

the world for the benefit of others in need.

CHRIS ZIELINSKI

PROGRAMME LEAD, PARTNERSHIPS IN HEALTH INFORMATION 
(PHI), AND VISITING FELLOW, UNIVERSITY OF WINCHESTER
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MARKET SIZE
Approximately 10% of Wessex’s workforce is employed in the health 

economy, with their demand for goods and services contributing to UK 
GDP.  In addition, of the UK’s £100 billion-plus health budget, approximately  

30% is spent on products or invested in capital projects.  

In Wessex, there are 200+ Life Science companies in the Medtech, 
Medbiotech, Industrial biotech and Pharma sectors that are on the Bioscience 

and Health Technology Database, employing around 9,000 people and 
with a combined turnover of approximately £2.5 billion. The Medtech 

sector which provides services/consultancy, assistive technologies, diagnostic 
equipment and IT solutions is the most important in terms of employment 

and the number of businesses. 

Small & Medium Enterprises represent over 99% of all private sector 
businesses accounting for nearly 60% of employment and 50% of turnover. 
They play a key role in economic growth by driving competition, stimulating 

innovation, generating wealth and as part of the supply chain.

Key facts about Wessex:
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POPULATION OF
3.2 MILLION

MANY CENTRES OF 
EXCELLENCE 

10 NHS
CLINICAL
COMMISSIONING

GROUPS
11 NHS
HOSPITALS

A PUBLIC HEALTH
DEANERY

1 NHS
STRATEGIC
CLINICAL
NETWORK

LOCATION
OF THE
NIHR

National Institute for 
Health Research

FIVE
UNIVERSITITES

LOCAL
TRAINING &
EDUCATION

BOARD
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•  Asthma and Immunology Centre of Excellence

•  Blood Logistics

•   Centre of Excellence and Training in Keyhole Surgery

•   Centre of Excellence for Treatment of Infectious Diseases

•  Diabetes Centre of Excellence

•  Global Centre of Digital Excellence

•  Nutrition Biomedical Research Centre

•  Orthopaedic Research Institute

•  Respiratory Biomedical Research Unit

•   The David Hide Asthma and Allergy Research Centre of Excellence

•  Wessex Neuro Endocrine Tumour Group

•  Wessex Neurological Centre of Excellence

•  Wessex NHS Genomic Medicine Centre

 

Some of our internationally recognised  
centres of excellence are based in Wessex;

WESSEX IS HOME TO:

IBM’s Research and Development Laboratory

Ministry of Defence’s ‘Defence Science 
and Technology Laboratory’

Ordnance Survey Head Quarters

Public Health England

UKSA – UK Sailing Academy

Warsash Maritime Academy

Healthcare UK, a joint initiative between  
NHS England, the Department of Health and the 

Department for International Trade, has been delighted to 
support the Wessex International Healthcare Consortium 

from the very beginning of their journey to capitalise 
on international opportunities by bringing together 

the extensive healthcare expertise of the region’s NHS 
organisations, academic institutions and businesses. We look 
forward to working closely with the consortium to support 

their international commercial ambitions well into the future.

DEBORAH KOBEWKA

MANAGING DIRECTOR, HEALTHCARE UK

13
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DORSET

HAMPSHIRE

SOUTH 
WILTSHIRE

ISLE OF WIGHT
Visit our website wihc.co.uk and find out more about doing 
business with organisations of excellence in Wessex, UK.

wihc.co.uk |  @wessexihc

WESSEX IS THE REGIONAL NAME FOR THE COUNTIES OF 
DORSET, SOUTH WILTSHIRE, HAMPSHIRE AND THE ISLE 
OF WIGHT IN ENGLAND. 

In Wessex you will find some of England’s oldest and biggest cathedrals, wide open 
spaces like the New Forest and Salisbury Plain; areas of outstanding natural 
beauty such as the Jurassic Coast and the North West Downs; world-renowned  
historic dockyards and castles; and the world’s most famous ancient heritage site 
Stonehenge. This rich mix of built heritage and natural beauty has inspired the great 
British writers, such as Jane Austen, Charles Dickens, Arthur Conan Doyle and 
Thomas Hardy. 

Come to Wessex and you will find an excellent health and life science community 
that is open for business for you – 11 NHS hospitals, 5 entrepreneurial and business 
active universities, 200+ life science companies, and a network of UK Government 
strategic and commissioning organisations (including the Wessex Academic Health 
Science Network, Care Commissioning Groups and Public Health England (PHE)). 
The Isle of Wight hosts the annual internationally renowned yachting event known as 
Cowes Week.  The Isle of Wight NHS Trust is the only integrated acute, community, 
mental health and ambulance health care provider in England and provides a full 
range of health services to an isolated offshore population of 140,000. The Wessex 
International Healthcare Consortium is experienced in working with isolated off  
shore communities.

The Wessex International Health Care Consortium can reach out to all of 
these organisations for you, either individually or as consortium, to meet your 
business needs. 

W
H

ER
E 

IS
 W

ES
SE

X?



16 17

Working with the NHS in Wessex
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With an international reputation for excellence the National Health Service (NHS) is at the 
forefront of healthcare delivery, research and training. The NHS works in collaboration with 
commercial healthcare companies and academia to develop innovative, integrated, high quality 
and cost effective products and systems of care. The NHS is the world’s largest integrated 
health system, and treats circa one million patients every 36 hours; and yet the UK spends 
about 9.3% GDP on the NHS, about half the expenditure of the USA. 

Uniquely the NHS has in depth experience of working in partnership with the UK’s commercial 
healthcare sector in planning facilities, clinical services and deploying new technologies. 

The Wessex International Healthcare Consortium includes a collaboration of NHS organisations 
that have come together as world-class providers, commissioners and educators to share expertise 
and services globally. 

We have recognised the requirements for transformational change across the local health  
and care system and are now ready to work in collaboration with our international organisations  
to share best practice.

WHAT CAN THE NHS IN WESSEX OFFER?

Wessex International Healthcare Consortium is a large, clinically comprehensive and 
high quality regional NHS consortium which brings together NHS and academia in the 
United Kingdom, with most of its members already having an established track record of working 
successfully internationally for many years.

We use our excellence in clinical services, education and research as the basis for this and offer 
everything from knowledge transfer to long-term partnerships and seek to provide solutions to  
your requirements.

Examples of our work include:

•   Partnering with international healthcare organisations to support the development 
of sustainable healthcare solutions which meet local needs.

•   Harnessing the expertise of our leading clinicians and operational managers to provide 
international consulting services ranging from single projects to long-term partnerships.

•   Medical education partnerships that lead to long-term and sustainable improvements  
in clinical services and enhanced capability in the workforce required to deliver them.

NHS – KNOWLEDGE AND INTELLIGENCE AND HEALTHCARE

We work in collaboration with colleagues in Healthcare UK, NHS England, NHS clinical 
commissioning groups, NHS hospitals, universities and other partners to ensure that healthcare 
evidence, intelligence and information is part of our business offer. 

WIHC WILL BRING THESE 
RESOURCES TOGETHER 
TO MEET YOUR NEEDS

University Hospital Southampton (UHS) is proud to be a member 
of the Wessex International Healthcare Consortium. Working with 

colleagues throughout the Wessex area gives us a unique opportunity 
to offer unrivalled expertise across the widest spectrum of healthcare 
including primary, secondary and mental health and we welcome the 

opportunity to work in partnership with healthcare  
providers internationally.

UHS is one of only 17 major trauma centres in the UK and our 
experience in this field along with our international reputation in 
cancer immunology, cardiac, respiratory, medicine for older people, 

neurosciences and paediatrics means that we have a truly exceptional 
range of acute hospital clinical talent available to support the consortia 

and assist you to provide better healthcare.

We welcome your enquiries and look forward to discussing  
how we may be of assistance to you in the future.

 
MEL RANKINE

COMMERCIAL DIRECTOR
UNIVERSITY HOSPITAL SOUTHAMPTON NHS FOUNDATION TRUST

wihc.co.uk |  @wessexihc
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Working with Wessex universities 
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Wessex boasts universities that are both academically strong and experienced 
in working in partnership with international organisations and institutions 
in countries at all stages of development. From medical records and health 
information to health services and systems research, to co-producing and testing 
as a part of product development, Wessex has university-based answers.

COMMERCIALISATION

Wessex is home to five world class universities, all of which work with industry both in the UK and 
internationally, each has expertise in developing and testing new health care products and industry 
approaches. WIHC can provide a service to facilitate business introductions and conversations with them.

EDUCATION

Wessex universities and training suppliers are committed to preparing our medical and UK healthcare 
students for an increasingly globalised world.  We aim to increase the number of international medical 
and healthcare professionals who are fully prepared to face that challenge and our commitment to 
building sustainable international partnerships is key to achieving those ambitions.

Many industries and sectors are now globalised or international in nature, and the trend continues  
here in Wessex. With the rapid growth of developing countries comes the need for expert knowledge  
of global markets and cultures to aid competitive advantage.

We work with international employers to provide a range of healthcare projects, group work and 
placements in Wessex to help develop the right NHS skills and expose students and postgraduates 
to our NHS culture.

We maintain contacts with our international alumni to enhance our reputation as they provide 
a pool of talent and help spread our international network.

WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT 

A high-quality workforce is the key to any healthcare system:

•  Workforce development advice and support is through working with Health  
Education Wessex and the Wessex Local Education and Training Board and others

• We support organisations in recruitment and succession planning

•  We support and ensure the delivery of training and development that equips 
the wider workforce for the challenges ahead. 

OUR FIVE WORLD 
CLASS UNIVERSITIES:

Bournemouth University

Southampton Solent University

University of Portsmouth

University of Southampton

University of Winchester

WIHC WILL BRING THESE 
RESOURCES TOGETHER 
TO MEET YOUR NEEDS

Health Education England (Wessex) is proud to be part 
of the Wessex International Healthcare Consortium. Working 

with colleagues across the Wessex area gives us a unique 
opportunity to offer leadership development expertise. The 
Improving Global Health (IGH) programme is an innovative 

leadership development programme run by Thames 
Valley and Wessex Leadership Academy. The programme 

recruits volunteers from all staff group in the NHS who 
each complete a placement for 6 months with an overseas 
partner in a resource poor setting. Volunteers undertake a 
project, working with the local health team, using system 
development and strengthening methods to help deliver 

sustainable improvements in healthcare, whilst concurrently 
developing their own leadership skills using the domains of 

the NHS Healthcare Leadership Model (2013).

DEBORAH WATTS

PROGRAMME MANAGER, HEALTH EDUCATION ENGLAND

wihc.co.uk |  @wessexihc
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The NHS is the world’s 
largest integrated 
health system, and treats

circa 1 million
patients every
36 hours
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Wessex AHSN is excited to be leading on 
the development of the Wessex International 
Healthcare Consortium, as the universities 
and NHS providers in our region have a 
range of world class offerings which by 
taking a uniquely collaborative approach 
we can offer to a global audience
 
ANDY BURROUGHS  
DIRECTOR OF WEALTH AND ENTERPRISE 
WESSEX ACADEMIC HEALTH SCIENCE NETWORK
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NHS TRUST MEMBERS

• Dorset County Hospital NHS Foundation Trust

• Dorset Healthcare University NHS Foundation Trust

• Hampshire Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust

• Isle of Wight NHS Trust

• Poole Hospital NHS Foundation Trust

• Portsmouth Hospitals NHS Trust

• Salisbury NHS Foundation Trust

• Solent NHS Trust

• Southern Health NHS Foundation Trust

•  The Royal Bournemouth and Christchurch Hospitals  

NHS Foundation Trust

• University Hospital Southampton NHS Foundation Trust

MEMBER UNIVERSITIES

• Bournemouth University

• Southampton Solent University

• University of Portsmouth

• University of Southampton

• University of Winchester

CLINICAL COMMISSIONING GROUP MEMBERS

• Dorset CCG

• Fareham and Gosport CCG

• Isle of Wight CCG

• North Hampshire CCG

• North East Hampshire and Farnham CCG

• Portsmouth CCG

• South Eastern Hampshire CCG

• Southampton City CCG

• West Hampshire CCG

• Wiltshire CCG
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Tel: 023 8202 0840
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Wessex Academic Health Science Network Ltd,
Innovation Centre, Southampton Science Park,
2 Venture Road, Chilworth, Hampshire SO16 7NP


