
Health Innovation Programme  
(four-day course for Wessex start-ups)
In 2016, 11 Wessex health innovators 
attended and received support, two 
of which were invited to apply for 
free support in the University of 
Southampton’s Science Park Catalyst 
Centre. One of these has gone on 
to raise £500k in venture capital. In 
2017, we had people from 14 Wessex 
start-up companies attend, of which, 
six were asked to apply to the Catalyst 
Centre, signifying an increase in the 
quality of the start-up businesses.
In 2018, 15 companies attended the 
same course with excellent feedback, 
and we look forward to watching  
their progress.

In 2017-18, we have seen and advised 
26 Wessex start-up companies at 
Health Innovation Surgeries, including 
those developing innovative wearable 
technology, self-care apps and new 
products for the frontline NHS, all with 
follow-on actions for support. Since 

2016, a total of 46 companies 
have been supported through 
this route. 

Funding Support Service (find grants, 
check and send) In 2017-18, we 
produced and published 6 Money 
Minutes Podcasts and 14 funding 
newsletters to bring grant opportunities 
to local businesses.

In 2017-18, we helped 19 organisations 
apply for business development grants. 
Five of these applications have been 
successful so far (four more pending), 
securing total awards of £1.5M. This 
brings the total raised for SMEs, since 
2016, to £3.4M.
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Industry and Innovation: better outcomes for 
patients, value for the NHS, economic growth, 
jobs and profitable local companies

We’ve held three Innovation Forums, where 26 innovators 
have talked directly to potential end-users from the NHS and 
universities. The feedback from these events was very positive, 
including requests to go on tour across the Wessex patch.

In 2017-18, we have arranged face-to-face feedback from 
clinicians for eight innovators, providing direct advice on what 
clinicians need to help co-create solutions.
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We have supported four 
companies to exhibit at 
major events, reaching 
collective audiences of 
over 10,000 people
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What’s planned for 2018-19?

•  At least 12 companies joining the Health Innovation Programme (HIP) to produce improved business plans,  
 business models and pitching skills. Ongoing relationships supporting product development and launches, bringing   
 innovations to patients faster

• 30 companies attending Health Innovation Surgeries and benefiting from a free one-hour meeting with a diverse panel,  
 and appropriate actions/follow-ups

• At least 10 funding newsletters to highlight funding and support opportunities to local companies

• At least 10 companies supported to identify and apply for development grants, bringing in at least £1m to Wessex   
 companies to help get innovations to patients faster

• At least three Innovation Forum tour dates, held across Wessex, bringing innovators and clinicians closer together

• Bring start-ups and SMEs together with NHS decision-makers, resulting in ongoing conversations, pilots and contracts

• Help at least three innovators get clinical feedback on the need they have identified, and the solution they are proposing

• NHS Innovation Accelerator (NIA), Small Business Research Initiative (SBRI) and Innovation and Technology Tariff (ITT)   
 Support: financial support for the national programme, and local support, introductions and uptake for at    
 least two NIA fellows and for local SBRI recipients

• Broker invites to at least four external events for our local SMEs.
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Industry and Innovation: better outcomes for 
patients, value for the NHS, economic growth, 
jobs and profitable local companies

Development grants for at least 
£1m to local companies to help 

get innovations to patients faster

£1m 30  
Wessex start-ups or SMEs 

attending the Health 
Innovation Surgeries

3 
Help at least three innovators 

get clinical feedback

10 
Funding Newsletters


